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                                                                January 29, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I bring you greetings during this Holy Season of Lent as we journey together toward the joy of 

Easter. May this Lenten Season be a time of growth in faith, hope, and charity for you and your 
families. 

This year during Lent the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace - Caritas 

Canada is adding its voice to those of Pope Francis and the Caritas Internationalis organizations 

across the world by inviting Canadians to reflect on the theme For Our Common Home with a focus 

on the Amazon region and the threats that the mining and other extractive industries pose for its 

inhabitants. 

As Catholics, Pope Francis invites us in his Encyclical, Laudato Si’, to contemplate our relationship 

with God’s creation, our common home. In today’s modern world, we can easily forget that the car 

we are driving, the cell phone we are using, and the sneakers we are wearing all derive from the 

natural resources that God created. We must admit that too often these natural resources are taken 

from the lands of others and have not been shared equitably. As a result, millions of people live in 

poverty, experience hunger and climate disasters, have their ancestral lands threatened, and are 

denied their integral human development. Laudato Si’ invites us to begin the journey towards an 

integral ecology, a symbiosis of relationships with God, nature and our brothers and sisters. Hence, 

our relationship with nature impacts our relationship with our sisters and brothers, and with God. 

Integral ecology calls us to be in a right relationship with all three, because if there is no harmony 

within any of these, the other relationships will suffer. 

On March 29 we will celebrate Solidarity Sunday in every diocese across Canada. This will be an 

opportunity for Canadian Catholics to reflect and pray for the defenceless indigenous communities in 

the Amazon and other communities threatened by climate change resulting from human activities. 

We will be invited to also give generously in support of the development and humanitarian programs 
of Development and Peace among these people. 



Along with the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), I would like to add my full 

support to the 2020 Share Lent collection. Your gift in solidarity with the poor is vital to the mission 

of Development and Peace and its ability to help promote social justice within communities in the 

Global South. You are invited to donate through your Share Lent envelope or online at dev.org/give. 

You can also find out how to volunteer with Development and Peace in our diocese by attending the 

Share Lent workshop being held at St. Theresa’s Church (6351 North Street, Halifax) on February 
22nd at 2 p.m. 

During this Lenten season, let us join our brothers and sisters in the Global South in solidarity for a 

better world. May this Sacred season help us to appreciate our identity as sons and daughters of our 

heavenly Father who are created in the divine image and commissioned to be stewards of the earth 

(cf. Gen 1:27, 28; 2:15). Together, let us experience the ecological conversion that inspires all of us 
to care for our Common Home. 

                                                                        Sincerely in Christ, 

                                                                        †Anthony Mancini 

                                                                        Archbishop of Halifax-Yarmouth 

 


