
PETITION FOR RECOURSE OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE DECREE DATED 16 JUNE 2019

I, Mr. Adrien Blanchette, 1302 East Petpeswick Road, Musquodoboit Harbour, NS B0J2L0, as an 
individual and in my own name as a parishioner of Saint Genevieve Parish and its mission church of 
Saint Philip Neri in the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth Nova Scotia; 

I, Mr. Laurence McWha, 1829 West Ship Harbour Road, DeBaies Cove, NS B0J1Y0, as an 
individual and in my own name as a parishioner of Saint Genevieve Parish and its mission church of 
Saint Philip Neri in the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth Nova Scotia; 
 
I, Mr. Wayne Currie, 8436 Highway #7, Musquodoboit Harbour, NS B0J2L0, as an individual and in
my own name as a parishioner of Saint Genevieve Parish and its mission church of Saint Philip Neri 
in the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth Nova Scotia; and 
 
I, Mrs. Carol M. Young, 768 West Petpeswick Road, Musquodoboit Harbour, NS B0J2L0, as an 
individual and in my own name as a parishioner of Saint Genevieve Parish and its mission church of 
Saint Philip Neri in the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth Nova Scotia am initiating formal recourse 
against the DECREE of Most Reverend Anthony Mancini dated 16 June 2019 directing the merger 
and suppression of Parishes and churches located in the Eastern Shore region of the Archdiocese of 
Halifax-Yarmouth.
 
Specifically, on 16 June 2019 your Excellency issued a DECREE that (1) Saint Anselm Parish of 
West Chezzetcook is to be suppressed and its churches of Saint Anselm and Saint Anne are to be 
permanently closed as of 29 July 2019;  (2) Saint Peter Parish of Sheet Harbour, Saint Genevieve 
Parish of East Chezzetcook and Saint Denis Parish of East Ship Harbour are to be merged into a 
single New Parish (yet to be named) as of 29 July 2019; (3) the Saint Peter Parish Churches of Saint 
Michael and Saint Martin are to be permanently closed as of 29 July 2019; and (4) the Saint 
Genevieve Parish Church of Saint Philip Neri located in Musquodoboit Harbour is to be permanently
closed on 28/29 July 2019.
 
In accordance with the provisions of canon law (Canon 1737), we respectfully ask you to rescind 
your decision as stated and recorded on 16 June 2019 in the DECREE with respect to the permanent 
closure of Saint Philip Neri Church in Musquodoboit Harbour, Nova Scotia.

To justify the closures, the DECREE along with its accompanying document cites declining 
attendance at Mass (and an implied related decline in revenue) as directly affecting the ability 
to maintain and support the existing infrastructure.  This is definitely not an accurate 
statement with respect to Saint Philip Neri Church.

While there is no dispute that Mass attendance at Roman Catholic churches has been in general 
decline over the years (certainly not the fault of those who do attend Mass regularly), the sources of 
the attendance figures given in the DECREE to justify Eastern Shore church closures are not 
revealed and are highly suspect particularly with respect to the two Saint Genevieve Parish churches 
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(Saint Genevieve Church and Saint Philip Neri Church).  The decline in attendance at Saint Philip 
Neri Church is certainly not as severe as indicated in the document accompanying the DECREE.  
The number of registered envelope holders at Saint Philip Neri Church has declined only slightly 
during the period cited.  The reported significant increase in attendance at Saint Genevieve Church is
similarly questionable for the same reason.  The main population centre in this Parish is 
Musquodoboit Harbour (the Saint Philip Neri Church location), not East Chezzetcook (the Saint 
Genevieve Church location).  

Although some Saint Philip Neri Church parishioners occasionally attend Saint Genevieve Saturday 
Mass for convenience, the numbers presented in the document accompanying the DECREE would 
not account for the reported attendance figures for the two Parish churches.  The numbers suggest 
that Saint Genevieve Church has experienced a major increase in regular attendance whereas Saint 
Philip Neri Church attendance was in sharp decline during the same period.  Neither is true.   

It should be noted that Saint Philip Neri Church is located in the centre of Musquodoboit Harbour 
and has been the sacred and spiritual centre of worship for Roman Catholics in this area for decades. 
During Easter and Christmas the church pews are full and in the summer vacation months the church
is attended by cottagers (non-envelope holders) from around Lake Charlotte and Clam Bay because it
is the nearest Roman Catholic church to those areas.  Because they are not mentioned in the 
DECREE, it appears that none of these factors have been taken into consideration in the Saint Philip 
Neri Church closure decision.

While attendance at Saint Philip Neri Church has declined gradually over the years, annual revenues 
have not declined apace substantially and have always been more than sufficient to pay all of our 
bills, contribute to local and international charitable causes, pay down the building loan debt and 
maintain and support the existing infrastructure.   On top of that, Saint Philip Neri Church 
parishioners recently raised additional funds needed to house and support a refugee family in 
Musquodoboit Harbour. 

To justify the closures, the DECREE states that more than 50% of  church revenues are 
expended on building maintenance.  This is definitely not the case with respect to Saint Philip 
Neri Church.

Of the eight current Roman Catholic churches on the Eastern Shore, Saint Philip Neri Church is the 
newest and most modern.  The current building was constructed in 1991/92 to standards that would 
survive earthquakes and hurricanes.  Like all buildings, it does require routine maintenance but has 
never required annual expenditures of anything near 50% of our revenues for that purpose.  Total 
building costs including such things as cleaning supplies, lawn care, snow removal, utilities, 
insurance, etc, have normally not exceeded more than 35% of  annual income over the years.
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To justify the closures, the DECREE states that all of the Eastern Shore churches are in 
financial difficulty and have incurred operating deficits or are barely able to break even 
financially.  This is definitely not an accurate statement with respect to Saint Philip Neri 
Church.

As far back as we are able to go in our financial records, Saint Philip Neri Church has never had an 
annual operating deficit.  The Pastoral and Finance Councils have been exemplary in overseeing and 
managing the financial affairs of the church so as to ensure that annual expenditures never exceed 
annual income.  In addition to making sure that all of the church bills are paid fully and promptly, 
regular monthly payments are made to the Archdiocese on the principle owing on the building loan.  
For the past few years, as a matter of routine, a portion of our annual surplus has been submitted to 
the Archdiocese as an additional payment on that loan.

The DECREE states that the closure decision was made only following public meetings on the 
subject and after consultation with local clergy and parish (transition team) members.  This 
comes across as a claim that input on the matter of closures was solicited from those who stood 
to be most affected by it and that the process was fully transparent.  This is definitely not the 
case with respect to the members of Saint Philip Neri Church.

Earlier this year, Saint Philip Neri Church parishioners were informed that a Transition Team was 
being put together to make proposals on restructuring of Eastern Shore Parishes.  The members of 
the team (one per church) were handpicked by members of the clergy - not by the parishioners.  

At a 23 March 2019 Eastern Shore Transition Team meeting convened by Father James Mallon, 
team members were informed that the mandated outcome of their deliberations was to end with no 
more than three churches, two church halls and two glebes remaining on the Eastern Shore.  They 
were also told that everything discussed at that and future team meetings was to be kept secret.  The 
team members were presented with a multi-page financial spreadsheet comprising financial data 
related to the Eastern Shore churches for the past five years to demonstrate that all of the Eastern 
Shore churches were in financial distress or heading towards certain financial failure and that this 
was why the current infrastructure needed to be reduced to 3 churches, 2 halls and 2 glebes.  

None of the handpicked Transition Team members attending that meeting possessed current in-depth
knowledge of the financial health of the churches they represented.  They were therefore not in a 
position to refute any of the financial data presented to them.  Although the spreadsheet was 
supposed to have been kept secret, a copy of it was provided to the Treasurer of the Saint Philip Neri 
Finance Council.  He was able to determine immediately that the spreadsheet data for Saint Philip 
Neri Church was incorrect and painted a financial picture that was much worse than actual.  When 
the correct financial data for Saint Philip Neri Church was subsequently presented by him, he was 
informed that it was too late and that the only financial data to be used for closure decisions would 
be the spreadsheet.  The correct financial information for the five years covered by the spreadsheet 
can be found by inspecting the annual assessment returns submitted to the Archdiocese by the Saint 
Philip Church Finance Council. 
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Following the 23 March meeting, the only official information that Father Mallon would authorize 
for release by Transition Team members was that the Roman Catholic churches of the Eastern Shore 
had been determined to be "financially unsustainable and in palliative mode".   No other official 
information was released until your Excellency read the DECREE following Mass at Saint Philip 
Neri Church on 16 June 2019.   

There can be no doubt that the process used to determine the future structure of the Eastern Shore 
churches purposely did not involve full consultation with those affected, lacked transparency, and 
lacked integrity.

To justify the closures, the document accompanying the DECREE states that 25% of revenue 
needed to meet church operating expenses comes from bequests and other unsustainable 
extraordinary sources.  This is definitely not an accurate statement with respect to Saint Philip 
Neri Church.

Saint Philip Neri Church has never used bequests to cover operating expenses.  The Church routinely
conducts traditional annual fund raising events that could hardly be called "extraordinary".  These 
events are organized by parishioners to ensure that Saint Philip Neri Church is always in a financial 
surplus situation and able to have the flexibility to contribute to charitable causes. 

To justify the closure of Saint Philip Neri Church, the document accompanying the DECREE 
states that the Archdiocese engaged a construction firm to assess the immediate capital needs 
of the Church.   The document accompanying the DECREE states that the cost of meeting 
these immediate repair needs for Saint Philip Neri Church would be $27,800, and concludes 
that this is an insurmountable sum given Saint Philip Neri Church's current distressing 
financial position.   

No details about these necessary immediate repairs are identified in the DECREE document.  Neither
the Saint Philip Neri Pastoral Council nor its Finance Council nor any other members of the church 
are aware of any immediate capital needs, let alone any that might accrue a cost of $27,800.  This 
expense is therefore considered to be a grossly overstated estimate presented simply to further justify
closure. 

RECOURSE REQUESTED

The recourse that is respectfully being sought is:

1)  immediate retraction of the 16 June 2019 DECREE insofar as the closure of Saint Philip Neri 
Church in Musquodoboit Harbour, Nova Scotia is concerned; and 

2)  establishment of a process and appropriate avenue for full, direct and transparent consultation 
with Saint Philip Neri Church leaders aimed at alleviating the Archbishop's financial concerns in a 
way that is in the real interests and effective support of our Parishioners, our local community, and 
the charitable causes that Saint Philip Neri Church in Musquodoboit Harbour serves.
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Respectfully submitted this 26th day of June 2019,

Adrien Blanchette
FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE PARISH OF SAINT GENEVIEVE
SAINT PHILIP NERI CHURCH, Musquodoboit Harbour Nova Scotia 
1302 East Petpeswick Road
Musquodoboit Harbour, NS 
B0J2L0,
  

Laurence McWha
FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE PARISH OF SAINT GENEVIEVE
SAINT PHILIP NERI CHURCH, Musquodoboit Harbour Nova Scotia
1829 West Ship Harbour Road
DeBaies Cove, NS 
B0J1Y0 

Wayne Currie
FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE PARISH OF SAINT GENEVIEVE
SAINT PHILIP NERI CHURCH, Musquodoboit Harbour Nova Scotia
8436 Highway #7
Musquodoboit Harbour, NS 
B0J2L0

Carol M. Young
FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE PARISH OF SAINT GENEVIEVE
SAINT PHILIP NERI CHURCH, Musquodoboit Harbour Nova Scotia
768 West Petpeswick Road
Musquodoboit Harbour, NS
B0J2L0
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